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There are many limits to the exercise of citizens’ property rights. The government 
may impose different limits base on the public interest, the owner should accept those 
limits and this is called property rights’ social obligation. But, when the government’s 
limits go too far, which surpass the boundary of the social obligation, induce special 
sacrifice to the owner, the government should compensate the owner on the basis of 
the constitutional equality principle. Avoiding that several special citizens bear the 
cost of the public interest which should be imposed on the whole society. Otherwise it 
may violate the principle of democracy. The compensation for regulatory takings is 
just the balance system of that strained relationships. The system of compensation for 
regulatory takings refers to the government impose limits on special owner’s property, 
makes particular regulate measures or takes other authority actions in order to 
promote public interest which results in special sacrifice to the owner, in this case the 
government should compensate for the special sacrifice.  
This article consists of four parts. The first chapter is summary of the system of 
regulatory takings, including the concept and constitutive requirements of the 
regulatory takings. Then this article points out the difference between regulatory 
takings and classical expropriation. The regulatory takings can be classified into two 
types, they are public limitation and de facto takings. The second chapter is about the 
fundamental theory of compensation for regulatory takings. Firstly, the article 
summarizes the different development processes of the property rights guarantee 
theory. Secondly, the article emphatically analyzes the special sacrifice theory and its 
various judgment standards in different countries. The third chapter is about the 
present situation of the compensation for regulatory takings in China. This part 
illustrates the existing laws and practical cases with respect to regulatory takings in 
China, and the problems existed in the system. According to those problems, the 














ideas, mainly focus on the fundamental theory and the system construction concerning 
the system of compensation for regulatory takings in China. 
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